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The Honorable Barbara Favola, Senator, Co-chair 
Senate of Virginia 
 
The Honorable Emily Brewer, Delegate, Co-chair  
Virginia House of Delegates 
 
Jim André, Director of Operations, Grants and Federal 
Workforce Programs, Virginia Community College System 
 
Suzanne Bednar, Adoptive Parent Representative 
 
Jason Brown, Deputy Commissioner 
Workforce Services, Virginia Employment Commission 
 
Jason Brown, M.A., Founder & Executive Director 
Fostering Acadia 
 
Cassie Cunningham, Policy Director 
Children’s Home Society 
 
The Honorable Karrie Delaney, Delegate 
Virginia House of Delegates 
 
Caylie Fleming, Foster Youth Representative 
 
Allison Gilbreath, Policy and Programs Director 
Voices for Virginia’s Children 
 
The Honorable Elizabeth Guzman, Delegate 
Virginia House of Delegates 
 
Tiffany Haynes, Foster Care Youth Advocate  

 
Samantha Hollins, Assistant Superintendent 
Virginia Department of Education 
 
Avi Hopkins, Citizen Member 
Virginia Commission on Youth 

 
Vanessa Johnson, Independent Living Services 
Coordinator 
Richmond City Department of Social Services 
 
Janet Kelly, President 
Virginia’s Kids Belong 
 
Valerie L’Herrou, Staff Attorney 
Virginia Poverty Law Center 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

The Honorable Monty Mason, Senator 
Senate of Virginia 
 

Leah Mills, Policy and Legislative Affairs Analyst 
Virginia Department of Aging and Rehabilitative Services 
 
Patricia Morrison, Director of Registered Apprenticeship 
Virginia Department of Labor and Industry 
 
Sarah Morton, Workforce Development Director 
Virginia Career Works – Piedmont Region 
 
Amber Pajouhandeh, Foster Youth Representative 
 
Em Parente, Acting Director 
Division of Family Services, Virginia Department of Social 
Services 
 
Gary Powers, Executive Director 
The Success Foundation of Virginia 
 
Eric Reynolds, Director, 
Office of the Children's Ombudsman 
 
Darrell Shires, Founder, President and CEO 
Medworks 
 
Donna Shires, Founder, Marketing, Design and Outreach 
Medworks 
 
Rachel Strawn, Great Expectations Program Coordinator 
and Director 
Virginia Community College System 
 
Alex Wagaman, Associate Professor 
School of Social Work, Virginia Commonwealth University 
 
Celestral Williams, Director 
Harrisonburg-Rockingham Department of Social Services 
 
Deana Williams, Director 
Post Secondary Programs, Department of Juvenile Justice 
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